PSYCHOLOGICAL ASSUMPTIONS

one who practises it, the keenest intelligence and wideawake
conscience."63 "In every branch of reform constant study
giving one a mastery over one's subject is necessary. Ignorance
is at the root of failures, partial or complete, of all reform move-
ments whose merits are admitted."64 He, however, believes that
the conscious cultivation of non-violence will bring about the
intellectual development of the satyagrahi. "Truth and non-vio-
lence are not for the dense. Pursuit of them is bound to result
in an all-round growth of the body, mind and heart. If this does
not follow. . .we are untrue.5'65 Referring to harijan service he
wrote in 1936, ". . .possession of a pure character combined with
love of such service will assuredly develop or provide the requi-
site intellectual and administrative capacity."66

This rigorous discipline involving suffering and sacrifice is
an essential qualification for the satyagrahi leader. It brings
about the refinement of his moral sensibilities. Besides, satya-
graha always involves a good deal of suffering in the form of
imprisonment, physical hardship, beating, torture and even
death. This requires that satyagrahis should so train them-
selves that their bodies might be proof against any injury that
might be inflicted on them by tyrants seeking to impose their
will on them. The satyagrahi leader cannot expect to inculcate
in his followers the ideals of service and sacrifice unless he
makes his own life an object-lesson.

The ideal of both Gandhiji and socialists is the non-violent
democracy. The essential prerequisite of such a society is the
refinement of the average man's nature so that he can respond
adequately, without any coercion, to the demands of social
service. But for this uplift of the common man we need, above
all, the living witness of leaders and guides who are, as it were,
the incarnations of the ideals of love and self-sacrifice. Those
who live a life of indulgence and, instead of taking upon them-
selves the suffering of others, use violence, i.e., impose
suffering upon others, cannot leaven society to the non-violent
stage.

63 H., Sept. 8, 1940, p. 274.
<* H., April 24, 1937, p. 84.
65 #1, May8, 1937, p. 98.
66 H., Nov. 7, 1936, p. 308.